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From the Pen of Chaplain Baggett

First Impressions

R odney, an inmate that works in my office at Lime-

stone Correctional Facility is the person who coordi-
nates the articles for our bi-monthly ) -

2 news letter. As a general rule, |

leave it to his discretion to decide what the theme of the My Wife’s First

news letter should be. | was intrigued when he told me that |Glance
for the July issue the theme would be “First Impressions.”

2

The Issue of a Last-
ing Impression

First impressions are important. It has been correctly
stated that “first impressions are often the ONLY impres- My Own First Experi-
sion that we will ever make on a person”. It's important that | €"¢®

we put our best foot forward in every situation. However, it
should also be remembered that first impressions are not | Big News 7
always correct.

My first impression upon entering a state prison was that it was an environment
that was so hostile that it seemed unlikely that any thing beneficial could possi-
bly come from such a work. The men all looked mean, the institution unfriendly
and the chapel area an exercise in depression. It is interesting how my percep-
tion of these things has changed over the past 20+ years.

(Continued on page 2)
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Recently, an inmate came to us from Kilby. | had heard of this inmate before his
arrival, and wanted to meet him. So whey he first arrived, | made it a point to go
to the Health Care unit and visit with him. He seemed like a nice enough person
and we had a good visit. Just before | left, he said, “You don’t seem like such a
bad guy to me.” | asked what prompted him to make such a statement, and he
said that he was told by some inmates at Kilby that | was a hard man. 1 ex-
plained that if he went by the rules, he would find me an easy person to deal
with. BUT, if he didn’t go by the rules, he would find that what he had been told
would be the case. Today, me and that inmate have a good relationship. His
first impression of me was different from what he had been told.

Christians should ever be aware that people are watching them. They are mind-
ful of what we do, what we say, how we dress, how we treat others to name only
a few things that are closely observed. As Christians we are warned to avoid
even the appearance of evil. 1 Thessalonians 5:22.

The people that we minister to in jails and prisons are looking for people who
practice Paul's admonition to the Thessalonians. God help us all
that we live up to their expectations and that their first impression
of us will be a positive one.

(Chaplain Charles Baggett, LCF)

My Wife's First Glance

ecently my wife “Melva” went with me to the Limestone

Correctional Facility for family night. She was very ap-
prehensive due to the perception conceived by our social
understanding of prison. Melva, as many others, believed
that those who had been incarcerated were in a category
of people you did not want to be around. Though reluctant Melva went in sup-
port of my love for the prison ministry and to find what drove my compassion to
preach Christ inside the razor wire compound.
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(Continued from page 2)

During our visit Melva found that the conversations which transpired during the
family night were in the company of people just like us. The thought that over-
took us was that we soon realized, “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God,” and if not for the precious blood of Jesus we all would find ourselves with-
out hope at the judgment day approaching. In spite of all the preconceived as-
sumptions that we often have, that first impression brought a new light of under-
standing to the love of God that has been extended to all mankind. Those pre-
sent at that family night spoke to Melva in a way that overwhelmed her with the
reality that brought understanding to future dreams we all share. But the vague
memories of their past experiences, those things that were missed during their
imprisonment was quite an eye opening moment. Simple things missed ... pull-
ing a plum off the tree ... or riding in a car with the windows down letting the air
blow past their face. These are moments of life that we take for granted in the
free world.

The inmate hasn’t come to prison to be punished, being put into prison is the
punishment. During their incarceration these people lose all of that interaction
they once shared with family and friends—the very life that we seem to take for
granted. They miss out on throwing the ball back and forth with their son who is
just learning the game. They are not there to watch their daughter swing back
and forth on the swing set. There will be no sitting around the kitchen table shar-
ing each others thoughts in conversations, or getting up late at night and fixing a
snack out of the refrigerator . All the wonderful experiences that take place in a
free world cannot be experienced by the inmate. By understanding that a person
in prison has lost all those privileges we take for granted enlightens us with a
new reality.

During our conversations we came to the conclusion that
if one of our children failed in life in a way that caused
either to be incarcerated, our hope is that God would
send someone to them with inspirational words from His
throne of grace. Even though a person may seem to be
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evil they are still a part of a family somewhere. Then there is the fact that God’s
love has been extended to all humankind through His only begotten Son. In re-
sponse to God'’s love we hear the words of Peter on the day of Pentecost,
“Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit.” (NKJV)

In reflection of Melva’s first impression, what can we do to help? Her opinion
has been expressed with; we all have the ability to help those behind the walls
while remaining on the outside. With our prayers and financial support for this
great ministry God’s Word can continue to be spread throughout our prisons
and jails. By remembering it could be someone you love who has found them-
selves trapped in the world of sin, making decisions that devastate their lives
along with the lives of family and friends. They end up in PRISON.
(Religious Volunteer , Rodney Rice)

The Issue of a Lasting Impression

N o matter how many times we do something, we will only have one opportu-
nity to make a first impression. Only once will we meet someone for the
first time, and during that moment both sides will both form an impression and
make an impression. If our perceptions are mistaken or wrong, we may miss
the opportunity of a lifetime. If others get the wrong impression of us, then we
may never have the opportunity to make a second and third impression ... and
this would negate our being able to lead them to Christ. Further it would negate
our being able to speak into their lives.

Often people will go in to minister to those in prison and have preconceived no-
tions about who and what the people there are like. Most find those ideas are
somewhat wrong. In fact usually nobody is exactly who we thought they were or
are. And men in prison are often just looking for sincerity out of those who
come in to share the gospel. Speak openly and honestly, and don’t be judg-
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